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IRAN TASK FORCE COMMENT: 


This is the first time that the captors have recognized 
the Revolutionary Council's authority to deal with the hostages 
and is a reversal of their stand that ohly Ayatollah Khomeini 
can determine the hostages future. In their statement and 
in telephone conversations with press sources in Tehran, the 
captors have said that they do not want to continue to he 
accused of being a "government with’a government." The 
captors announcement came immediately after Foreign Minister 
Ghotbzadeh intervened with the members of the UN Inquiry 
Commission and persuaded them not to leave Tehran for 
Geneva today. We suspect that the captors announcement 
reflects intervention by Ayatollah Khomeini. 


A student spokesman.told AFP this morning that modalities 
for the turnover have not yet been arranged. The possibility 
of a further reversal by the captors thus renains{ | 
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